B g. 
A PROCLAMA TI ON. 


CHARLES R. 


V'éSieas belonging to theſe Dur Kingdoms, have bern al ways a pzincipal 
part of Dur Royal care and concern And whereas Idle find already, 
SA _ the freedom and ſecurity of Navigation and Commerce to and from 

Pur Ports (in this time of Hoſtility between Dur Neighbour pꝛinces 
and States) ha ch been much diſturbed, nay the Reverence due to Our 

- ts,Harbours.,and otherPlaces under Dur own immediate pꝛotecion, 
dh MED hath been violateid by the Piratical Pꝛactices, Depꝛedations, and Jnſolen- 

ER 6 cies of Pꝛivate SHen of Mar, and others pꝛetending Commiſſion foz the 

eee peſenthþoſtilities; We ha ve thought fit (by the advice of Our Pꝛivy Coun⸗ 

| cil) after an era: view firſt taken of the Rules, O2dinances,and Pzoviſi- 

ons made upon the like occaſions by Our Royal Pꝛogenitoꝛs and Our Self, to revive,eſtabliſh, ratify 

and pany to all the Wozld,theſe Rules and Oꝛdinantes following. Our Royal Will and Pleaſure 
therefoze is, 3 ; 

I. That within Our Pozts, Havens, Roads and Creks, as alſo in every other Place oz Trac at 

Sea, that may be reaſonably conſtrued to be within any of thoſe Denominations, Limits oz Pꝛe⸗ 
cincts, there ſhall be an inviolable Truce andCeflation of all Hoſtilities between all perſons and parties 
whatſoever; and that no Fozce, Uiolence,Surpzize, oꝛ Offence ſhall be done therein either from Man 
ot Mar to Man of War, oz from Man of Mar to Merchant, oꝛ from Merchant to Merchant, that 
happen to be in Hoſtility the one againſt the other, but that all of what Nation oz Party ſoever, ſo 
long as they ſhall be within Our Pozts,Harbours,o2 other Places reputed to be within Our moze im- 
mediate pꝛotection, and where Our Commanders andOfficers are accomptable fo: the publick Peace, 
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hall beunderftod to be under Our ſpecial ſafe conduct, and muſt keep the Peace inviolablyeach with 
other. And We do further Declare, and hereby denounce, That the Ships and Gods of all Aggreſ- 

_. fozs,Actozs and Offenders whatſoever,againit the true meaning of this Our O:dinance and Pꝛocla⸗ 

mation, are and ſhall be ipſo facto confiſcate, and pzocefded againſt in Pur High Court of Admiralty 
to Sentence and Condemnation accoꝛding to Law, notwithſtanding any Commiſſion of Mar; oz 
Letters of Repzizals ſuch Offenders may have, oꝛ pꝛetend to have foz their juſtification” © 
II. Une will and command, that all Our Officers and Subjects by Sea and Land, do, as muchas 

in them lies, pꝛohibit the roving and hovering of Men of War ſo near the Entry of any of Our Har- 
bours oz Pur Coalts, as that Perchantmen homeward oꝛ outward bound to oꝛ from any of Dur 
Poꝛts ſhall appzehend their paſſage to be unſafe, oz their danger of being ſet upon and ſurpzized ap- 
parent, to the hindꝛing and diverting of Trade and Commerce from Our Pozts ; And We do ſtrictty 
charge and require Our ſaid Officers and Subjects, to reſcue, ſuccour and defend all Merchantmen 
and others, that ſhall happen to be ſet upon oꝛ ſurpzized ſo near Pur Coaſts, oꝛ the Entryof Out 
Harbours, as map be eaſily conſtrued to be under Our moze ſpecial Care and Pzotection ; and that 
they appꝛehend and ſeize all Offenders in this kind, in oꝛder to bzing them to condigne puniſhment, 
foꝛ diſturbing and hindꝛing the Trade and Commerce between Our Subjects and thoſe of Dur 
Neighbours and Allies. | | 

1:1. That where it happens that a Man of Mar of the one party come into any of Dur Poꝛts, 
where there ſhall be a Werchantman (one oꝛ moze) of the other party, ſuch Merchant Ship oz Ships, 
if they deſire it, ſhall be ſuffered to depart the Poꝛt two Tides befoze the Man of Mar, to the intent 
they may get themſelves out of his reach and purſuit; And if it happen that any Man of Mar 
Cone oz moꝛe) of the one party do come in while any Man oz Men of War of the other party are in 
Dur Poꝛts oꝛ Roads,none ſhall be ſuffered to go out to Sea the ſame Tide with his Enemy; but thoſe 
that are moſt likely to purſue and engage aſſon as they are out of Our Po2ts, ſhall be ſtayedand 
detained two Tides after thoſe of the adverſe partyſare put to Sea. 
IV. And dle do hereby charge and require all Uice-Admirals, Cuſtomers and other Pur Officers 
in Poꝛts and Maritime Places, that they viſit all Ships and Ueſlels belonging to Pur Subjects, 
that ſhall victual, furniſh, oz recruit themſelves fo2 Uoyages at Sea; And that they ſtay and detain 
all ſuch as they ſhall _—_ by the p2oviſion oꝛ furniture to be deſigned foꝛ any other then trading oz 
fiſhing —. — Sy until further Oꝛder from Us, oz Our High Admiral, oz Commiſſioners foꝛ erecu- 
ha”. ifice of High Admiral. 3 3 

V. And Wedo further ſtraitly Command and Requireall Governozs and Officers in Pozts , 
and other Maritime places, not to ſuffer any Pꝛivate Man of War, Sayling by a Fozeign Com- 
miſlion, and having any Pꝛize oz Pꝛizes (that he may have taken) in his power and poſſeſſion, to 
ſtay above Twenty four hours in any of Our Pozts oꝛ Harbozs, unleſs he be thereto conſtrained by 
contrary Winds, Blocking up by Enemies, oz other Diſtreſs; yet fo, that during his ſtay he 
do not bꝛeak Bulk, Sell, Barter, oꝛ leave behind him any of his Pzize-goods, upon any terms oz 
pꝛetence whatſoever. And Me further require Our Officers and Subjects, not to interpoſe oꝛ 
meddle in the Affairs and Pzoceedings of ſuch Men of War as put into Our Pozts upon any di- 
ſtreſs with Fozeign Commiſſions , but to ſuffer them to carry away their Pꝛizes Whither them- 
ſelves think fit; pꝛobided have not the Goods oz Merchandizes of any of Pur own Subjects on 
Board ſuch P2izes, 1 if they happen to have, Our meaning is, that they be upon due pꝛoot 
taken out and reſtoꝛed to the true Pzopzietozs. - 
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VI. Wedoftraitly Require and Command, That none of Our Subjects, of what degrke oz con- 
dition ſoever, do pꝛeſume to buy, contract oz deal with any Fozeign Men of War, their Officers oz 
Company, oz. with any other perſon coming from Sea, not being a known Merchant, foz any 
- Wares, Merchandifes, Uicuals, Ammunition, Tackle, Furniture, Pꝛoviſions, oz Goods What⸗ 
_* ſoever, (not bꝛought in by the courſe of Merchandiſe, and the Cuſtoms and Duties upon them firſt 
paid) upon pain of foꝛfeiting all ſuch Wares and Goods, as Bona Piratarum ought to be, and of be- 
ing further againſt, and puniſhed in Our High Court of Admiralty, as Abettoꝛs and 
«Complices of Pirats, and as [Receivers of Pirats and their Goods ought to be, by the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of the Sea in that behalt. 3 : | 
VII. And whereas divers of Pur Subjects, out of their inclinations to. Rapine and Licentious 
« Courſes, rather then to Trading Uoyages, and other honeſt Employments at home, do engage 
- : ſome of one ſide, and ſome of the other, in the Quarrels of Our Neighboz Pꝛinces aud States now 
in War, without Our leave oꝛ permiſſion, We do hereby ſtraitly Command and Require, that no 
Officer oꝛ Mariner whatſoever,being Our Subject, do pzeſume to put himleif into the Martial Ser- 
.. vice ofany Foꝛeign Pzince oꝛ State, oz accept ot, and execute any Commiſſion of War, oz Letter 
of Parque oz Repzizal, from any ſuch Prince 02 uy, o2 go in any Merchant oz Filhing Uoyage, 
in any Ueſlel, then ſuch as belong to Our own Subjects, without leave from Hur 


ther Ship ꝙ Ue 
elf, oꝛ Our High Admiral of England, oz Commiſſioners foꝛ erecuting the Office of High Admiral 
* fox the time being, in due fozm firſt obtained. And Me do hereby charge andcommand all Officers, 
: Mariners, and Sea⸗faring men whatſoever, that are now in any ſuch Service, to leave the fame 


-foxthwith, and get their Appearance and Return to their native Countrey Recozded in Dur High 
Court of Admiralty, oz ſome of Our Officers impowꝛed, upon pain of being reputed 
. and punithed as Pirats : And incaſe any Officer oz Mariner, neglecting to return upon theſe Our 

. Summons, happen at any time hereafter to come into any Pozt o2 Place of Dur Dominions , We 
do hereby Chagre and Require all Uice-Admirals, and other Pur Officers in Poꝛts and Maritime 
- places, to apprehend and ſeize ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons, and him oꝛ them ſo ſeized, to commit to the nert 
«Gaol; there to remain until fu oꝛder, and the Certificate thereof to return with all ſpeed into 
- Dur High Court 'of — ome to the end that the Offendoz oꝛ Difendozs may be pꝛoceeded againſt 

«Accozding to the Laws of this Our Realm in that behalf Pꝛobided. 


_ * Givenat Our Court at yhitehall the 26 day of May, In the Eight and twentietk year of Our Reign. 1676. 
GOD SAVE THEKIMG (2c: 
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